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Jargon Definition What is this?

ACL Adult & Community Learning A term used for a range of
courses for mainstream
institutions but also in
museums, libraries and
voluntary other locations.

AoC Association of Colleges Representative body for
colleges

AQA Assessment and

Qualifications Alliance

one of the awarding bodies in

England.

(D)BIS Department for Business,
Innovation and Skills

Responsible for economic
growth which invests in skills
and education.

CIF Common Inspection
Framework (Ofsted)

Sets out the principles of
inspections in
post-16-non-higher education
and training.

Inspections are carried out by
OfSTED

CPD Continuing Professional
Development

Term used to describe the
professional development of
staff

DfE Department for Education Responsible for education
and children’s services in



England.

DBS Disclosure and Barring

Service.

Formerly known as the

Criminal Records Bureau

E & D Equality and Diversity A term used to define and
champion equality, diversity
and human rights as defining
values in society

Edexcel Edexcel is the UK's largest

awarding organisation,

offering academic and

vocational qualifications and

training to schools, colleges,

employers and other places

of learning in the UK and

internationally.

ESFA Education and Skills Funding

Agency

The ESFA brings together the
former responsibilities of the
Education Funding Agency
(EFA) and Skills Funding
Agency (SFA) to create a
single agency accountable for
funding education and skills
for young people.

ESOL English for Speakers of Other

Languages

Courses to help people

improve their English skills if

it isn’t their first language.

ETF Education and Training
Foundation

Sector body which aims to
enhance the status of FE by
setting professional
standards and codes of
behaviour whilst developing
qualifications.

FAB Federation of Awarding

Bodies

Trade association for

vocational awarding bodies.

https://www.aoc.co.uk/glossary#Edexcel


FE Further Education Provides education, training

and lifelong learning, at all

levels, for young people and

adults.

HE Higher Education Qualifications at level 4 or
above such as Foundation,
Bachelors & Masters degrees
& NVQ 4 and above.

HEA Higher Education Academy responsible for supporting

academic staff with

professional recognition,

networking and development

opportunities, and advice and

support throughout their

careers.

HEFCE Higher Education Funding

Council for England

Organisation which funds

Higher Education provision.

I & A Instrument & Articles of
Government

Basically, the rules which
colleges have to work to

ILR The Individualised Learner

Record

is a collection of data about

students and their learning

that is requested from

providers in the further

education and skills sector.

IAG Information, Advice &
Guidance

Term used to describe advise
given to people about
education, training and
employment opportunities

IFL Institute For learning Organisation which
represents the professional
interests of teachers, trainers
& lecturers on issues like



professionalisation and CPD.

ILR Individual Learner Record Government database of
students and their
performance

JISC Joint Information Systems
Committee

An Edtech partner for FE and
HE. Supporting digital
transformation in education
and research.

KPI Key Performance Indicator Shows performance against
targets. Usually colour coded
on a massive spreadsheet.

LA Local Authority Administrative body within
local government

Learner Voice The idea that learners should
be involved in discussions
and decisions about their
learning

LEP Local Enterprise Partnership non-statutory partnerships
between the public sector
(mainly local authorities) and
the private sector.

LLDD Learners with Learning
Difficulties & Disabilities

Term used to describe those
learners who have learning
difficulties and/or disabilities

LSS Learner Satisfaction Survey Annual survey used to gather
information relating to the
satisfaction of FE students
run by the Skills Funding
Agency.

LVP Learner Voice Practitioner Lead staff member for
student engagement work,
usually known as Student
Liaison Officers



NCN National Clerks Network National network of College
Clerks

NEET Not in Education,
Employment or Training

A term used to describe
someone, usually a young
person, who is not in
employment, education or
training

NUS National Union of Students Representative body for
Students and Students'
Unions in FE and HE

NVQ National Vocational
Qualification

Awarded at level 1 - 5 to
demonstrate competency at
your job against national
standards.

Ofsted Office for Standards in
Education

Independent inspectors of
providers of education and
skills training for all ages.

Ofqual The Office of Examination

Qualifications and Regulation

Regulates qualifications,

examinations and

assessments in England and

vocational qualifications in

Northern Ireland.

SAR Self Assessment Report Reports where
courses/departments/
colleges reflect on their
performance based on
predetermined criteria and
targets.

SFA Skills Funding Agency Distributes government
money to learning providers
for all provision for people
aged 19+

SMT Senior Management Team The team of senior managers
within a college – usually the
Principal and Deputy/Vice



Principals.

STEM Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics

Key subjects covered.

QAA Quality Assurance Agency The Agency responsible for

HE external quality

assurance.

UCAS Universities and Colleges

Admissions Service

Through it you can select and

apply to universities.

WBL Work Based Learning Courses where the majority
of the learning takes place in
the workplace. Some learning
may take place in a classroom
environment but this will be
minimal
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